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Matthew 6:24

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other or he will hold to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.

How you handle money reveals volumes about your priorities, loyalties and affections.

Matthew 6:21


For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Luke 6:38

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

God's will for our lives is that we prosper. 

3 John 2 

Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health just as your soul prospers. 

Prosperity not poverty is God's intention for our lives. 

It is He that gives us the power to get wealth. 

Deuteronomy 8:18 

But you should remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is in this day. 

Proverbs 10:22 

It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it. 

Ring testimony.

Let’s first make it very clear – God does not need your money. 

If God needed your money He would be an impotent God.

But God asks us to give not for His sake, but for ours.

We must realize that we are in a spiritual battle in regard to money.

You can never out give God!

Let's look at the first gift.

Genesis 4:1-5

Cain – possession

Abel – breath, vanity, comes from the root word meaning empty.  

Eve was so taken by Cain that another son was as vanity to her.

Great picture of how things that seem so precious to us at first become as nothing.

Giving an offering to the Lord was an institution from the first family.  It was instinctual, not commanded but a natural human response.

Something that the people of God did from the outset.  Goes beyond old covenant/new covenant thinking.

Their different offerings represented:

1. Faith - Abel presented his offering by faith.  Cain gave what fell on the ground.

2. Quality - Abel gave his best.  Cain gave the leftovers.

The goal of our giving should be God's acceptance and joy, not what it can do for us or any benefit we may attain from the giving.

I give to get to give.

2 Corinthians 9:7                                                                                                                               Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

God loves a cheerful giver.  How?  Know it all comes from Him.  When we realize it’s not ours.

God wants to entrust riches to you. 

Luke 16: 10-11 

He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. If therefore you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous mammon, who will entrust the true riches to you?

Matthew 6:24

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other or he will hold to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.

Milton’s poem, Paradise Lost, is his picture of hell.  He wrote it to “justify the ways of God to men.”  

Milton showed Satan as a fallen commander in chief surrounded by his demon generals.  Among them were Molech, Dagon, Osiris, Isis, Beelzebub, and Belial.  Each of these was the god of an idol-worshipping culture in ancient times.  Milton depicts another demon standing by Satan’s side.  That demon’s name was Mammon.  He was one of the most productive and skilled demons in hell.  He is always depicted as hunched over as if he is constantly searching the ground for valuables.

After reading Matthew 6:24, you understand why Milton placed Mammon there.

Jesus clearly suggests that it is possible to serve mammon instead of serving God.

But Jesus goes further and states that it is impossible to serve both at the same time.  

There is no middle ground.  Mammon is a jealous god.

The spirit of mammon.

Mammon was an Aramaic word meaning riches.  The Assyrians got the concept of a god of riches from the Babylonians.  Babylon was a city founded on pride and arrogance.  At its heart is an attitude that says: 

· Man doesn’t need God.  

· We’re self-sufficient

The spirit of mammon tries to tell us that we don’t need God – trust in riches!

In Paradise Lost mammon has a great speech where he tells the other fallen angels to be content in hell.
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Mammon promises things that only God can give—security, significance, identity, independence, power, and freedom.  Mammon tells us that it can insulate us from life’s problems and that money is the answer to every situation.

Mammon is nothing more than the system of this fallen world that stands in sharp opposition to God and His ways.

Mammon says:

God says:

Buy and sell


Sow and reap

Cheat and steal

Give and receive

Take 



Give

Be selfish


Be generous

Mammon says, if you have the right clothes, the right car, the right credit cards, and live in the right neighborhood and you know the right people, you’ll be happy and fulfilled.

Mammon says, if you had more money people would listen to you, your relationship problems will go away, and life would be sweet.

Mammon is trying to be God-like

· Omnipresent 
– 
can go anywhere I want

· Omnipotent 
– 
can do whatever I want and get away with anything.

· Omniscient 
– 
can know anything

Mammon ensnares Christians too.  Mammon says, “If you had more money, then you can really start helping people.”

Remember, Jesus never told anyone the answer was more money.  

Money is not the answer to man’s problems.  God is. 

Many times when we are under pressure this thought will come to us:

1. We either need God to miraculously change our circumstances

2. We need to win the lottery or have someone unload a truckload of cash on us

Notice how the spirit of mammon tries to position itself as a substitute for God.  You either need God to work a miracle or you need more money.  That is a lie.  We need God, period.

Let’s go back to the passage in Luke 16:10-12

He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. If therefore you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous mammon, who will entrust the true riches to you?   And if you have not been faithful in the use of that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own?
Key to understanding this is:

1. God wants to entrust true riches to you.

2. Its not how much we have that matters but whose it is.

Jesus tells me that I need to be faithful with what is someone else’s.  It’s not mine – it’s His.  Each new day brings a test of my stewardship.

3. If I am faithful in the little things – there is a greater stewardship.

What is the antidote?  Generosity.  Now we understand why God asks us to give.  Generosity breaks the power of the spirit of mammon.

Everyday the Lord gives us opportunities to break the spirit of mammon and move in generosity.

Let’s crucify the spirit of mammon and serve God with our whole hearts.
2 Chronicles 16:9 

For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His...
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